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Burglary reported of the Snake Pit on 1302 W.Waters Ave., Tampa, FL. by Neil
Gubitz, Proprietor.
-Snake Pit phone — 813-935-0445
Neil Gubitz Cell Phone - SiniiSugsiism




REPORT

AT TAMPA, FLORIDA -

On December 19, 2001 received a phone call from a person identifying himself as James
Thornton. He stated he was calling from Rowlette, Texas, and that he represented a large grope
of people in the U.S. that are Herpetologists and deal in snakes, lizafds, turtles and the like. He
stated that a business in Tampa known as the Snake Pit had been burglarized several times and
that the people in his industry were tired of it all and wanted the person caught and brought to

Neil Gubitz had some good leads and

was pretty sure who di I knew anything about snakes and/or lizards and I replied
that I knew little about them other than the fact that they aren’t my favorite pet. He asked if I
liked animals and I replied that I did and in fact find it absurd that anyone would hurt any animal

for any reason with the exceptian of protection ones self or the person of another. He stated he

wanted me to investigate the birglary and I advised that 1 would.

He stated that he would have to contact a person in Tallahassee, Rich Zuchowski and get his
approval. I advised I needed a $1000.00 retainer to begin. He thought that would be no problem.

He called back a short time later and stated that he had gotten approval from Mr. Zuchowksi. He

two. I advised that I required a credit card payment and he gave me the credit card number with

expiration date. He provided a Visa number BSISUIGISNENE i/, the name of

James Thornton.

On December 20 I faxed him a contract which he signed and faxed back. He advised the
remainder would be available in a day or two. On the same day I went to the store and

| interviewed Neil Gubitz. The store was an absolute mess and did not appear to be the scene of a
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burglary, rather that of a criminal mischief. There were broken tanks, animals all over the place
including rats and snakes. There was also a couple of crushed small turtles on the floor. Gubitz
appeared almost nonchalant about the burglary and advised he was waiting for his employee to
show up to clean up the mess. He gave me a hair net of the type often seen used by black men

and a bent key from the cash register. He stated there may be a print on the key.

Gubitz provided the name of Elronza Williams who lived a short distance away and stated he

was pretty sure he did it. He also gave the fbllowing list of animals he stated was stolen;

2~ied‘Bldc;d 'i‘igers.

2 Yellow Sandfires.

2 Pure German Giants.

2 Normal Bearded ﬁmgom, one of which was a female with a nipped tail.

$

1 6’ Female Albino?Boa, gravid.

m o a w »

e

17’ Anery Thristic (No red)

G. 12 Ball Pythons

He stated Elronza Williams lived in an apartment in Del Ray Apartments apartment 7D, 8725

Gubitz went on to explain that he called the TPD but as usual they were worthless and wouldn’t
investigate. He stated he provided them with a report but was convinced they Wouldn’t do
anything and that’s why he wanted a private investigator .He stated he had been thinking about
this for quite some time and was convinced a PI would be his best bet.

Gubitz provided the name of Ginny Martenliz stating that she saw Elronza Williams that same

night in her back yard dressed in black with a back pack on. When asked for particulars she was
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reluctmttoprowded@uﬂsﬂshngshedndn’treaﬂywuﬂtobemvolved Herphonemxmbens

[ )] Anothernumbensm

’ .‘On12-21-01TheapamnemafWinmmswuwrvellledNowuvuywasnoted It was learned
ﬁomanughbmthﬁhewnmowng.ﬂwnmghbmdwmhemwﬂnguy(wmmms)had :

-- .somemakesbutd:dnttbmkhehadanyatthepmauume
Gubitz was contacted with this informstion and he replied that he had 2 call from someone he
Jnkéfyﬁérandthatheheardi‘ynerhadavu‘yraremke, a 6’ Albino Boa Female that was
gravnd.Hestatedthatuhadtobehsmake.HesudhedldntknowwhaeTynerwub\nthathe

' thouglnhewumnmmunﬂondasomewhere Headdedthsthewassm'ehwsonknew
- *: Gubitz provided Lawson’s phone numbers as H — SRS

Called Dave Lawson at his home. Hewasaskedifhe'knewanything-abwtthebmglm'yandhev
statedhcdldnot,hnwaswspmmmﬂmnwasmmntedbyﬁubmhlmself Hewantonmsay
ornot heshould mlkwmv

o e e e

- after he learned that Gubitz was accusing him.
The following people were interviewed on 12-20-01 with negative results;

- Josephine Arnold, Josies Reptiles, INOWequHerdlopwasspoﬂmmdherdemeanor
good. Sheanswaedallquest:onmafonhnglnmannermdseemedlnmst




Joe Faucie, Southeast Reptile Exchange — He was busy and it was hard to interview him. He
made a remark however that was a little off. He stated that if it did happen, he was sorry. He
stated he wasn’t there and wasn’t going to comment any further.

Rita Maggio, Budget Pets, 3810 South Dale Mabry Hwy., Tampa, 3aia@#®®. While at the store
there was a large albino snake in a cage. The attendant said it was an Albino Boa. A call was
placed to Neil at his store. He stated he would come right over to look at it. He arrived in about
20 minutes and stated it was not his and was in fact a Python. It seemed strange that he got there

so fast from Waters Ave. He appeared relieved that it wasn’t his snake and joked that I really

didn’t know snakes. During this time

pytﬁég frbin é Boé; He statbéd} iﬁer;e was\rcloi harm done and asked to borrow $10.00 f‘r‘lunch.
12-22-01

At the Del Ray Court Apartments looking for Elronza Williams with negative results.
12-24-01

Went to The Snake Pit and again talked with Neil Gubitz. It was explained to him that I was

| and that I would definitely be paid and he would see to it. He explained that Thornton’s daughter
was very ill and was hospitalized and had in fact been in the hospital for months. He said
Thornton was staying at the hospital 24/7 with his daughter as she was not expected to live

much longer.




12-30-01
Received an e-mail from James Thornton, Progressive Ideas/Faunaclassifieds.com.

He asked that I call and discuss the results thus far.
I returned the email and asked him to call me via telephone. I provided my telephone number.
I never received an email from Thomnton and the above referenced email was the last I heard

from Thornton to this day.

Over the next several weeks beyond New Years Day other attempts to contact Thornton were

I e e IR e

o 1eral messagéi.i wereleﬂ w1th no call backs zSeveral calls were made to Gubltz o s,
regarding this matter and he stated he had talked to Thornton and that he had my money. He

stated he was going to make arrangements to have it sent to Rich Zuchowski to forward to me.

That never occurred. Gubitz was advised that Thornton had cancelled his credit card account.

Again Gubitz stated that he did in fa;ct have my money and would be paying me in full in the

next couple of days. Agin, that never occurred. In a subsequent call Gubitz was told that

Thornton owed me $670.04. I advised that I was going to cease working on the case until I was -

paid in full for amounts owed and received another retainer before commencing any further

work.. Gubitz stated it was OK.

" In'the next few weeks Gubitz would occasionally call and provide bits of information that
seemed like far stretches in an attempt to pléce the blame on anyone he could. He continually
blamed Rick Cole and that he was in with Dave Lawson. He stated he had an albino Boa for sale
on the hush hush. He indicated that a person named Bill Thompson had snakes that were stolen
by Ron (Elronza) Williams. He stated that a person with the last name of Lyman (Didn’t know
first name) is a do boy for Dave Lawson and holds stolen snakes for him. He was asked about

Elronza Williams whom he was sure did it and that in fact was observed that night in what could
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be described as burglar clothes and was seen by Ginny Martenliz. He avoided the question and

deferred to other conversation.

Over the next couple of months I received several calls from Gubitz. He would always ask what
was going on with his burglary. He stated he didn’t have any insurance at the time. He said he
had to replace all his stolen animals himself and that he never got any of them back. It was
subsequently learned that in fact there were no animals stolen and that most of them were in fact

in the store, re captured and put in tanks and cages by his employee and her friends.

He was now claiming that Thornton must have ripped North American Investigations off. He
claims not to have had any contact with Thornton since the first of the 2002 year. It has been
learned that his is in fact not true and he did have ongoing conversations with Thornton on many
occasions. It was also leérned that Gfxbitz’s father was sending money to him to replace his
stolen animals. This came to light ﬁ'i)m Gubitz’s father himself in a telephone conversation. He
further stated that it looked like his son may be staging the burglaries himself. I explained to him

that I was constrained by state law from talking about the particulars of the case.

Just previous to the above phone call it became very apparent that Gubitz was being dishonest in

made statements that were not true regarding missing animals. He had made accusations in an

email to the Faunaclassifieds Board of Inquiry Group about my investigation that were on the
verge of being éivilly actionable. Gubitz was told in early May not to call me relative this case

any more and that if he did I would file charges against him and have him arrested.

Information from reliable persons who are very close to the situation at hand have provided

particulars which completely controvert everything that Neal Gubitz has offered in this case.
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It is my professional opinion that Gubitz knows who committed these crimes and it is
increasingly likely that he had part in them himself. Physical as well as circumstantial evidence
tends to support this theory.

1. He deliberately removed any possible latent from the register key by swiping it to destroy

any possible latents.

2. He did not file a police report himself to the TPD when requested to do so at the time of
the burglary. This is always the best time to solve a case, right after it happens.

. He provided so many different supposed leads mthe

. Gubitz lied on many occasions when he stated he wasn’t having conversations with
Thornton. It has been substantiated that he in fact did.
5. The Yellow Sandfires were not ix;,'ﬁne store the night of the burglary. They had been
| previously sold. i
6. The 6’ Albino Boa Female was not gravid and was in fact ill and was being injected daily
with Gentamicin Sulfate.
7. Gubitz would not allow the police to dust for prints in the store.

. Gubitz’s father and mother who are directors of the corporation that owns the Snake Pit.

JANDEG, INC.

PRINCIPAL ADDRESS
1302-A W. BUSCH BLVD.
TAMPA FL 33612

MAILING ADDRESS
1302-A W. BUSCH BLVD.
TAMPA FL 33612




Document Number FEI Number Date Filed

P98000039469 593506650 04/29/1998
State Status Effective Date
FL ACTIVE 04/24/1998
Registered Agent

GUBITZ, NEIL
1302-A W BUSCH BLVD

GUBITZ, JAY
10524 LONGWOOD DR.

9. Neil Gubitz is the Registered agent, a physical address where the Secretary of State can
contact the corporation for maintenance reasons.

10. Neil Gubitz’s Father and Mother did not know Gubitz had an employee, Angie Coker
who actually runs the store and does the bookkeeping. It was she and her friends that
cleaned the store after the burglary.

11. No insurance checks for the previous burglaries ever went through the books according to

his bookkeeper.




12. An upgraded security éystem was installed in the store. It was frequently unhooked. The
cameras are hooked to the monitor, but not the recorder. Therefore, if an illegal entry
was made there would be no recording.

13. He was overheard many times in telephone conversations with James Thornton after the
first of the year and as late as the end of January.

14. Store manager Angie Coker stated she had seen the hair net that Gubitz game me on the
ground several days before the burglary. Gubitz stated he found it on a shrub by the

alleged point of entry. It must have jumped up on the shrub!

3/10/02

Met Rich Zuchowski at the Florida International Reptile Show. This meeting was actually not
very fruitful. I explained ‘to‘him‘ thatft was my opinion that everyone was ripped off by James
Thomnton. I further advised that 1 w;s very suspicious that Gubitz knew more about the whole
thing than he was letting on. He agreed and stated he was also suspicious that Gubitz may have
more responsibility in the whole matter than earlier thought. Zuchowski stated he felt responsible

for the remainder on my bill and that he would like to pay it. I advised that it would in fact be a

better idea to repay on a percentage basis all that could be identified as contributors. He agreed.

On May 011, 2002 I received a check from Rich Zuchowski in the amount of $670.00 for

payment in full of the account. He was written a letter of appreciation.

10







¥ gick Zockously Q’ 7,
S o ( ,
P.O. Box 7547
Tallahassee, Florida 32314

(850) 926-6248 '
rich@serpenco.com
http:/iwww_serpenco.com ({ ~
)

‘May 9, 2002

‘Thomas K. Crowley
PO. Box 271322
, Tompq, FL 33688

“Tom,

Please find a check enclosed for $670.04 which refiects payment for the balance due on
the work you did investigating the break-in during the month of December, 2001 at Neil
Gubitz’s pet shop. As previously mentioned, | would like to have a copy of your findings
of this investigation, if you are legally able to do so. | have indicated that | would like to
make this information public, but will only do so with your permission.

If you are not able fo accept this payment as closure for the above mentioned case,
please consider this as prepayment for $670.00 worth of effort to investigate the
possibility that Neil Gubitz was directly involved in the break-in of his shop on the night of
May 1, 2002, as well as the one in December of 2001.

FYl, | was contacted by Neil’s father (Jay Gubitz) on 5/08/02 and he is apparently taking
an interest in what is going on. The really curious thing about this is that he said that
James Thornton called him to let him know what is going on and told him a lot of details.
One detail being that James said he sent Neil the balance of the money that was to be
| paid to you. Something doesn’t sound right about all this. Why would James pop up out
¥ of nowhere fo contact Neil’s father, much less even know how to find him in the first
place? | did find it interesting when Neil’s father said that it is HIS store and not Neil’s,
so this puts a new light on things for me. But at this point 'm not sure whether Jay
Gubiiz contacted me after prompting by Neil or if he is truly taking an interest in what his
son is up to with his store.

"Thanks for your help and | am sorry about the hassles this has involved you in.
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May 11, 2002

Received the following email from Jay Gubitz. It is self explanatory. ]
Page 1 of 1

‘Netcom

" From: “"Jay & Elaine” <jandeg@webtv.net>
To: «<icrowle1@ix.netcom.com>
Sent: Saturday, May 11, 2002 1:34 PM

Subject: The Snake Pit

Mr Crowley: let me introduce myself. My name is Jay Gubitz, and my
wife, Elaine, and I own Jandeg, Inc., which does business under the name
of The Snake Pit (of Tampa, FL). Our son, Neil runs the store.

- This past Wednesday, May 8, I received a call from a James Thornton
m&wmbeﬂ usgrutiy Whatpm'emswanttohmtheusmmwed
of ; .

Aﬁa'tallnngthhkmhhchowsﬂ andNa'l,Ihave"“"” mted much
of what Mr. Thomton told me. Neither Mr. Zuchowski nor Neil can
account for the money so generously raised to pay for your services.
Neither one has heard from or can contact Mr. Thomton. ‘The only thing
that Mr. Zuchowski (ﬁdknowwﬁmtymmved of $500
from Mr. Thornton, but he didn't know héWw it was p .
given an accounting for the rest of the money (or for other funds he
claims Mr. Thornton owes him).

He told me that he was going topay the balance of your unpaid bill
out of his own funds.

If he doesn't, we will_ _

We know that you did a lot of investigative work, and that you
prepared a report. Mr. Zuchowski never saw it, and doesn't know who
might have. Since we are the owners of the company for which you were
doing the investigation, we would very much like you to share the
results with us. Even if it means, as Mr. Thornton so strongly implied,
that it involves our son.

If there any expenses involved in complying with this request,
please send us a bill - beforechand, if necessary.

Cordially yours, Jay Gubitz

5/11/2002
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Response to the above letter:

>>

>> Dear Mr. Gubitz,

>>

> > Under Florida Statutes, Section 493.6122 I am prohibited from making

> > information available that was obtained during the course of an

> > investigation to anryone but the client, who in this case is James

> Thormton.

>> ] am awaiting a decision from the Division of Licensing, Department of

> State

> > in Tallahassee to see if I can release that information due to the fact he

> > that he has broken his contract with me by not paying me and by refusing

>10

>>omespondmmyfashlon

>>

> > can tell you that there was no pespetrator identified. Many of the

> people

>>1 spoke with felt Neil faked the burglaries himself as an insurance scam.

>>Smdof&esepeoplemdﬂmli&lmymun!ymeupmﬂuhe

>>mmalsrepmedly stolenatalwmaldomtm &mgs ,

>>factual IdoknowttmNalhedmmemsevem!occasxmsmgardingms

> > relationship with James Thomton. He was apparently having regular

> > conversations with Thomton throughout much of the time afier the alleged

>> burglary in December. He advised me that Thomton's daughter was near

> death

>> in the hospital and that Thomnton was living there with her: Thomton did

>> not answer his cell phone or home phone. Yet Neil knew how to get bold of

> > him and in fact admitted to me that he was having regular conversations

> with

>> him. He knew Thornton wasn't at the hospital. There were many

>>moonmstenuesmdubmmempom'blemmNalrelmewhls

> > tnuthfulness.

>>

> > Mr. Zuchowski did in fact pay the remainder of the bill as I received a
him 1o do so but he insisted. He is very

> > disturbed about the events surrounding Neil and Thorton. He obviously

> > values his business and reputation.

>>

>> Jt is most unfortumate that these things happen. I was not aware that you

>> are the owner of The Snake Pit. You shouid also be aware that Neil called

>>me last week and became loud and defensive telling me 1 have it all wrong

>> and that someone is playing me. No one is playing me, I can assure you of

> > that. I frequently receive phone calls from persons Neil believes are his

>> close friends advising that Neil has committed the busglasies himself to

> > collect the insurance. Now another one. What happened to the state of the

>>mmuﬂmeqmpmmﬂmmnmned?0mvummﬂynmedoﬂ?

>

>>dotheyalwaysmckonﬂm3nm1m‘? Ve:ysmnge——
>>

> > Sincerely,

>> Thomas K. Crowley
>>

>>

> > Florida Certified Private Investigator
>> North American Investigations

> > Region HI Director INTELNET

>> Region LI Director NALY

> > http:/fwww detectiveworld.com

>> terowlel@ix netcom.com
>>

Rich

14




5-11-02

Self explanatory emails from Rich Zuchowski.

‘Page 1 of 4
T —

Netcom

From: "Rich Zuchowsld™ <rich@serpenco.com>

To: *Thomas Crowley" <tcrowle1@ix.netcom.com>
Sent: Saturday, May 11, 2002 428 PM

Subject: Re: Fw: The Snake Pit

One thing that really puzzles me was why James would contact Neil's father. 1
would be real curious to know if this, in fact, bappened, and someone else
wasn't pretending to be James Thornton in order to muddy the waters even
further. James had absolutely no reason to contact Mr. Jay Gubitz that I can
think of, and this all smells rather fishy to me. How many people even knew
that Neil's father actually owned the shop or would have had a cluc how to reach
him? Not many, I am sure.

BTW, I thought you might like to see this email I received from Neil back in
February. Imagine the pickle I would siow be in if 1 had gone along with his

........

“Posted: Feb. 28 2002,17-47

Rich... First of all.. IF we decide to TELL ALL..I would suggest we DON'T do it

untit AFTER the Tampa show, for obvious reasons!!

BUT... Everyoneputmoneymtotryandmwhmeaﬂmcwect??Whydon‘tI

just put out a thread saying that the guy has been caught, but I can't go into

ANY DETAILS because of the investigation and eminent trial??? This will take
EVERYH!]NGandmakeuSWOILOWABLEaﬂm'Iﬁm wllycausetrwble?”Wh
not just | feel like they made a difference and

Neil Gubitz - The Snake Pit

Ilearned a long time ago that someone can't tell just ONE lie.

I certainly wish I could wash my hands of this whole affair, but I'm kind of
comnﬁuednowmseeitﬂnmghtoﬂlemd,whuevaﬂmmaybe,

"Thanks.
‘RichZ.
'5/1212002
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In subsequent conversations with Angie Coker, the store manager, she stated that on numerous
occasions Neil made the following statements to her; (These are not direct quotes)
1. “You are either with me or against me.”
2. “If you don’t support me I'll commit suicide”
3. “Fuck the Police” when asked why he purposely destroyed what may have been
fingerprints from the register key. The day that Gubitz was originally interviewed he
pointed to the key in the register that was twisted. He stated he was sure there was a print

on it and carefully removed it and put it in an envelope. He said the police didn’t want it.

with his fingers in front of the store manager and told her to keep her mouth shut after she
suggested he give it to the police to dust it.
4. “I’m not going to make a report”. He then threw report in the garbage. It appears below.
Statement of account from Nortl;dale Animal Hospital showing the amount of $82.00 paid to
treat and medicate the 6 Albino Boa that Neil Gubits said was stolen and was gravid. Both
hospital and store manager Coker state that the snake was not gravid, therefore the value was

much less than Gubitz reported to the insurance company.

which were retrieved from the garbage. The reports are for both snakes and shows that they

were critically ill, dying and worth very little.

The next four (4) pages are documents referred to above.
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Blank police report from December 2001 incident retrieved from garbilge.
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